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ADDRESS BY THE PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRAL IA . DON DUNSTAN 
TO THE DIRECTORS OF CURRENCY METHUEN DRAMA PTY. LTD. 24/B/T3 . 
M I S S BR I SBANE , THE D IRECTORS OF CURRENCY METHUEN, L A D I E S 
AND GENTLEMEN. 
TH I S I S AN AUSP IC IOUS OCCASION, AND ONE I AM VERY PLEASED TO 
ATTEND. 
I T I S I N A SENSE A MARRIAGE CEREMONY - BETWEEN A U S T R A L I A ' S 
CURRENCY PRESS AND THE U . K . ' S METHUEN, OR ASSOCIATED BOOK 
PUBL I SHERS A5 THEY ARE KNOWN IN AUSTRAL IA . 
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AND I SUPPOSE, THEREFORE, THAT I T I S ONLY PROPER - I T BE ING 
A MARRIAGE - THAT I T SHOULD BE CELEBRATED BY THE LAUNCHING OF 
A BOOK CALLED ON I T S T I T L E COVER "ROOTED" . 
MAY THE MARRIAGE BE ROOTED IN FERT I LE S O I L . 
SUCH PIQUANT CONSIDERATIONS A S I D E , I THINK IT I S NECESSARY TO 
MENTION TODAY, AND TO PAY HONOUR TODAY, TO P H I L I P PARSONS AND 
KATHARINE BR I SBANE , FOR MAKING THE BED UPON WHICH TH I S 
ENTERPR ISE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY FLOUR ISH. 
I HAVE KNOWN P H I L I P AND KATHARINE FOR MANY YEARS. BOTH OF 
THEM ARE EMINENT I N THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND APPREC IAT ION OF THEATRE 
ARTS. BOTH OF THEM ARE HAVING A FUNDAMENTAL AND DETERMINING 
EFFECT ON THEATRE I N AUSTRAL IA . 
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BOTH WERE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE RE -ESTABL I SHMENT, AS A 
STATUTORY BODY, OF THE SOUTH AUSTRAL IAN THEATRE COMPANY -
A COMPANY WHICH WE B E L I E V E (DUE IN NO SMALL PART TO THEIR 
ADV ICE ) WILL BECOME ONE OF THE MOST EFFECT IVE AND VALUABLE 
THEATRE COMPANIES IN T H I S HEMISPHERE, I F NOT BEYOND. 
AND, OBSERVING OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS OR SO THEIR ENTERPR ISE 
I N RELATION TO THE PUBL I SH ING OF AUSTRALIAN PLAYS, ONE HAS 
BEEN E A S I L Y AND PROPERLY IMPRESSED BY THE IR DETERMINATION TO 
SEE THAT AUSTRALIAN PLAYWRIGHTS ARE GIVEN THE RESPECT THEY 
DESERVE - THE RESPECT AND ATTENTION SO NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER 
FULFILMENT OF CREATIVE AND L ITERARY AMB IT IONS . 
ACTUALLY, WE 'VE COME A LONG WAY' IN AUSTRAL IA LATELY. IN A SENSE 
WE 'VE GROWN UP, VERY QUICKLY I N A HANDFUL OF YEARS. WE ARE 
S T I L L NOT REALLY MATURE; RATHER, WE ARE POST-PUBESCENT, WHICH 
I S AFTER ALL ONE OF THE BEST PER IODS OF L I F E - G IVEN AS IT I S 
TO THE FORMULATION OF ADULT VALUES, A CERTAIN CREATIVE 
CONFUSION, AND A TOUCH OF HEADY WANTONNESS. 
IN THE AR ID F I F T I E S AND EARLY S I X T I E S WE COMPLAINED OF OUR 
OWN BOORISHNESS. ROBIN BOYD D I S SECTED OUR ARCHITECTURE AND 
FOUND I T WOEFULLY WANTING - I N A WAY IT I S NOT NOW. 
PEOPLE WHO WERE CONCERNED WITH MATTERS SUCH AS THE QUALITY OF 
OUR WRITERS AND A R T I S T S , THE RESPECT GIVEN TO THEATRE PERFORMERS 
AND D IRECTORS, THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT GIVEN TO OUR THINKERS AND 
CREATORS, FLED THE PLACE AND BE-MOANED THEIR FATE AND THE FATE 
OF AUSTRALIA IN EARLS COURT, OR NEW YORK, OR THE AEGEAN. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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AS A NATION, WE HAD REACHED A HIGH POINT OF CULTURAL SELF 
D I S S A T I S F A C T I O N WHICH, IN A SENSE, WAS T Y P I F I E D BY THE 
BANNING, BY THE ADELA IDE FE ST IVAL OF ARTS AUTHOR IT I ES , OF ALAN 
SEYMOUR 1S "ONE DAY OF THE YEAR " , AND OF THREE PLAYS BY 
PATRICK WHITE. 
SUCH CULTURAL BACKWARDNESS WENT HAND IN HAND WITH P O L I T I C A L 
BACKWARDNESS. C I V I L L I B E R T I E S WERE IGNORED, SYDNEY AND 
MELBOURNE PASSED THE POINT OF NO-EASY-RETURN IN C ITY PLANNING; 
' L I T T L E NODDY' WAS CENSORED. A GREAT CROSSNESS TANGLED THE 
O F F I C I A L LAND. AND SOMETIMES IT S T I L L DOES AS , I B E L I E V E 
AND HOPE, A K IND OF WITHERING NOXIOUS V I N E . 
FOR S INCE THOSE DAYS, A NEW AND ADULT AND ONCE FRUSTRATED 
GENERATION HAS GROWN UP, AND THEY ARE INFLUENCING IN A 
FUNDAMENTAL WAY THE CULTURAL AND P O L I T I C A L VALUES AND CONDIT IONS 
I N AUSTRAL IA . 
SO IN A SENSE , THERE I S A CERTAIN I N E V I T A B I L I T Y ABOUT TODAY ' S 
CEREMONY. WE ARE HERE TO CELEBRATE THE LAUNCHING OF AN 
AUSTRALIA - U .K . PUBL I SH ING VENTURE AND A BOOK OF PLAYS BY 
AN AUSTRAL IAN PLAYWRIGHT, AND ARE DOING SO, WITHOUT AN EXCESS 
OF SELF-CDN5CIOUSNESS, AS IT WOULD BE DONE IN NEW YORK, LONDON, 
STOCKHOLM, OR ANYWHERE ELSE THAT MAY COME TO MIND. 
AND THE PUBL IC WILL NOT SUFFER, TOMORROW, THE K IND OF CULTURAL 
CRINGE IT ONCE FELT WHEN CONFRONTED BY THE HOME-CREATED PRODUCT. 
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NOW IN SAY ING T H I S , I DO NOT WISH TO BE UNDERSTOOD AS SOME 
KIND OF CULTURAL NAT IONAL I ST . NATIONALISM I S A BAD, A 
D I STORT ING EMOTIONAL ATT ITUDE. WHAT I AM REALLY ENDEAVOURING 
TO TOUCH ON, OR TO NOTE, I S NOT NATIONALISM BUT AN INCREAS ING 
SENSE OF CULTURAL SELF-CONF IDENCE AND I D E N T I T Y . AND A 
CONSEQUENCE OF SUCH SELF -CONF IDENCE I S THE ATTENTION GOVERNMENTS 
IN AUSTRAL IA ARE NOW PAYING TO THE QUALITY OF OUR CREATIVE L I F E . 
I F I MAY SAY SO, SOUTH AUSTRAL IA , P E R - C A P I T A , I S WELL AHEAD 
OF THE REST IN TH I S REGARD. WE ARE HEAVILY FUNDING THE 
ESTABL I SHED ARTS ORGANIZATIONS IN OUR STATE, WITH THE DEL IBERATE 
INTENTION OF MAKING THE STATE A MAJOR AUSTRAL IAN CREATIVE CENTRE. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO ENTERED THE F I E L D , AMD 
ON A NATIONAL LEVEL I S D I S T R I B U T I N G LARGESSE. SOME PEOPLE 
MAY QUERY WHETHER THE S IMPLE INJECT ION OF MONEY I S ALL THAT 
I S NEEDED TO E STABL I SH PROPER CULTURAL STANDARDS. I T I S N ' T 
OF COURSE; SUCH MONEY NEEDS SUBTLE, TASTEFUL, S E N S I T I V E AND 
ADVENTUROUS ADMIN ISTRATORS. 
BUT NEVERTHELESS THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A PERIOD IN ANY COUNTRY 'S 
HISTORY WHEN THE CREATIVE ARTS D ID NOT RESPOND TO F INANC IAL 
AND SOC IAL RECOGNITION AMD RESPECT. 
AND S INCE GOVERNMENT'S ARE INCREAS INGLY INVOLVED IN S U B S I D I S I N G 
THE ARTS, I THINK IT I S WORTH SAYING WHY I B E L I E V E THEY SHOULD. 
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THERE ARE S T I L L IN THE AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY, AND IN I T S 
GOVERNMENTS THOSE WHO WOULD ARGUE THAT TO DO SO I S ONLY TO 
SUPPORT THE RATHER EFFETE HOBBIES OF A SOMEWHAT DUBIOUS 
IN-GROUP. SUCH TROGLODYTES ARE NOT AT THE MOMENT IN THE 
ASCENDANCY - I T DOES NOT FOLLOW THAT THEY WILL NOT AGAIN BE 
SO. 
THE FACT I S THAT THE HIGH POINTS OF C I V I L I Z A T I O N IN A SOC IETY 
- WHETHER THEY BE ENDURING WORKS OF ART OR EPHEMERAL THEATRE 
HAPPENINGS - ARE BASED ON A S O C I E T Y ' S VIEW OF I T S E L F , OR I T S 
VIEW OF THE WAY IT VIEWS I T S I D E A S . 
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THE HIGHEST MANIFESTAT IONS OF TH I S PROCESS CAN RESULT IN THE 
ARCHITECTURE OF A PARTHENON OR AN OPERA HOUSE, OR IN A S E R I E S 
OF PA INT INGS ABOUT NED KELLY OR IN THE APPREC IAT ION OF A 
VIEW OF L I F E GIVEN BY A PLAYWRIGHT TO BE PERFORMED BY ACTORS. 
HUMAN S O C I E T I E S ARE ALMOST I N F I N I T E L Y COMPLEX, AND AT THE 
POINT AT WHICH THEY EXAMINE OR PROBE OR C R I T I C I Z E OR PRA I S E 
THEMSELVES, THEY ARE MOST HUMAN AND MOST K IND . 
THE SOCIETY THAT A S P I R E S TO DEMOCRATIC L I B E R T I E S , TO HIGH 
STANDARDS OF EDUCATION AND HEALTH, TO SOC IAL PEACE AND TO 
COMMUNAL EMPATHY, CANNOT ACHIEVE THESE THINGS WITHOUT UNDER-
STANDING I T S E L F AND THE WAY IT OBSERVES I T S WORLD. 
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THE PROCESS I S ALL OF A P I E C E . THAT I S WHY THE INCREAS ING 
CULTURAL MATURITY OF AUSTRALIA SEES IT GOVERNMENTS BECOMING 
DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE FUNDING OF THE NATIONS PERFORMING, 
L ITERARY AND V I SUAL ARTS. 
BUT TO RETURN TO THE MARRIAGE OF CURRENCY AND METHUEN, MAY IT 
EE TOTALLY, F I N A L L Y , IRREVOCABLY CONSUMMATED. AS T . S . EL IOT 
MAY HAVE PUT I T . MAY IT START WITH A BANG AND NOT A WHIMPER. 
THANK YOU. 
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